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I. Overview
The following samples represent a selection of courses taught over the past five years at Florida State
University, including official student assessment numbers and discursive comments. Course syllabi for these
and all courses taught available upon request. Full course descriptions for these and all courses taught can be
found on my website at www.christopherhiggs.org
After the course evaluation samples you will find classroom observation letters written by my First Year
Writing Mentors.
Following those letters, you will find a feature story about my pedagogical efficacy, written by a former student
for the departmental newsletter at Florida State.
Lastly, I have included the teaching awards I received at each of the three universities where I have taught.

II. Sample Evaluations from Individual Courses

Composition I
Freshman Composition & Rhetoric, Fall 2009
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 91% Excellent

Composition II
Freshman Writing & Research, Spring 2010
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 87% Excellent

Introductory-Level Literature I
“The Birth of Modernism’s Monstrosities,” Spring 2012
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 95% Excellent

Introductory-Level Literature II
“Global Perspectives on the Contemporary Novel,” Spring 2013
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 94% Excellent

Advanced-Level Literature I
“Major Figures in American Literature:
The Experimental Tradition from Gertrude Stein to Ben Marcus,” Summer 2010
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 100% Excellent

Advanced-Level Literature II
“American Modernism,” Fall 2012
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 89% Excellent

Creative Writing
Nonfiction Workshop, Fall 2010
Answer to Question #8 Overall assessment of instructor: 95% Excellent

III. Comments from classroom observations

IV. Article Spotlighting My Pedagogical Efficacy, written by a former student
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his Winter/Spring 2012 edition of the English
department’s newsletter, Scroll, Scribe & Screen,
recognizes significant beginnings and continuations,
highlighting those who have figured in our history and
who represent what is to come. As always, the articles and
photographs record much that is new: a grad student working
on vanguard literature, opportunities in technical writing
and business, first-year faculty from diverse backgrounds,
groundbreaking service projects, and tips on job-hunting with
social media. The FSU English department seems always to be
reinventing itself, impelled by an ambitious and encompassing
vision.
At the same time, much remains constant. English classes
still teach students to read and to write. We still spend time
discussing great books and learning how to explain their
meanings. We still find words for human experience and
struggle to overcome life’s incoherencies, and, in a world full
of grief and conflict, we still try to compose sentences that
are lucid and true.
However, English majors also face an unusual challenge: that
of being highly accomplished at an activity few others even
recognize. After all, virtually everyone knows how to read and
write, and each one believes his or her own interpretation is as
good as any one else’s. And yet, if one listens to the legislative
debates on television or reads the conflicting opinions in a
newspaper, one often feels that no one understands a word
being said. To arrange sentences into meaningful sequences
is an unusual accomplishment, just as is explaining their
meaning to others. More than 5,000 years ago, human beings
discovered that they could do this, and today some of us
are still trying to become more accomplished at it. This new
edition of the English department’s newsletter continues this
unusual accomplishment into the future. Join in.
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Scroll, Scribe & Screen mission statement
The purpose of Scroll, Scribe & Screen is to foster a sense of community among alumni, students, faculty, and friends of the Department of English at The Florida State University. Our goal is
to showcase the achievements and events within the department
to connect with our Seminole audience.
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The road
less traveled

Literature graduate student Chris Higgs at
last finds his calling in research and teaching

1

Manuscripts
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By Eric Fisher

f you step into the right classroom at the right time in the
Williams Building at Florida State University, you can enter
a world unlike any you might have seen before. You might
be greeted by a video of a song by pop star Nicki Manaj or
by a discussion of surrealist literature. You might find yourself in a
room where a reference to Barney Stinson of the TV comedy How
I Met Your Mother might find its way into the same sentence as an
analysis of the work of postmodern author Clarence Major.
If you step into the right classroom, you might enter the world
of Chris Higgs.
Higgs’s enthusiasm and passion are apparent in the classes he
teaches. His early infatuation with acting shines through as he
holds students in his palm, sharing stories of his time in the Peace
Corps or film school, or relating an anecdote of pop culture to
the material being covered that day, all delivered with a candor and
sense of humor as distinctive as it is engaging.
Students engage willingly and actively in class discussions,
despite how flummoxed some of them may be by experimental
literature. Higgs, a literature Ph.D. student, specializes in studying
and teaching material that is anything but usual and does so in
a style that is similarly unconventional. In Higgs’s classes, new
perspectives and concepts are continuously and fearlessly explored,
and it is all tied together by the man in the center of the storm of
intellect and curiosity.
Anyone watching Higgs lead his class might think teaching was
his first calling. However, the path to becoming the instructor,
student, and writer he is today was one that took him through a
host of twists, turns, and travels.

1. A 14th-century chain book, one of the oldest in
the rare books section of Special Collections.
2. This photograph shows the chain book opened,
revealing the fragility of the binding.
3. From the Napoleon and French Revolution
collection, the Napoleon Bonaparte death mask.
4. Fred Biletnikoff was one of the greatest football
players in FSU history. Here is a football pamphlet
with various players from his era.

brought to life
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Article and photos by Sarah Hechler

English department students
and professors enjoy touring,
using FSU’s Special Collections
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See HIGGS, page 36
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“In Chris’s class, I desired to learn not to
receive a letter grade, but was motivated
by the material and the desire to learn and
better understand myself and the world
around me.”
— Andrew Spaulding
a student in Higgs’s Fall 2011 class
18 Winter/Spring 2012
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Higgs served in the
Peace Corps, and
spent time during the
summer of 2003 in
the West African Arab
republic of Mauritania.

he Special Collections and Archives
division of the Florida State University Libraries is a valuable resource
for students and faculty members
who want to do advanced research
or simply explore a rich collection of history. Founded in 1957, it
contains manuscripts, maps, rare
books, yearbooks, newspapers, and
much more. Some materials are centuries old.
“Many main universities have
them, but our collection is the most
unique and the largest,” says Bill
Modrow, co-interim head librarian
of Special Collections and Archives.
“We are known for our Napoleon
collection…. Other universities have
some of the items we do, however,
not to the extent, depth, or ‘rareness.’ ”
Over the years, Special Collections has grown thanks to generous alumni and faculty donations.
A 2011 contribution came from the
See COLLECTIONS, page 37
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Higgs from page 18
Music lights a fire in Higgs
Rewind to the early 1990s in Cheyenne,
Wyo., where Higgs was a teenager with
a strong passion for acting and film and
an equally strong distaste for the world of
literature and academics. That changed in a
surprising way.
“I was going through kind of a rebellious
phase at 15 or 16 years old and listening to
music from my dad’s records to do something
odd, just listening to this old school music,”
Higgs says, chuckling at the memory. “And
then I got into this Doors album he had,
and I thought this Jim Morrison guy was
really cool. When I researched him and
realized how much he referred to literature,
I thought, ‘Jim Morrison is awesome and he
likes reading, so maybe I’ve been looking at
reading wrong.’”
From there, he made a list of works of
literature that Morrison referred to in his
music or had at his apartment at the time of
his death and devoured it on his own during
his high school years—“I still didn’t read my
school books,” Higgs says.
Literature was not his only passion,
however. In 2000, Higgs took steps toward
his first dream—working on a movie set
in Los Angeles. Inspired as a high school
student by prominent American independent
filmmakers of the era, including Quentin
Tarantino and Kevin Smith, and following
a few years at the University of Nevada-Las
Vegas film school, he got his chance to move
to Hollywood.
The first film he worked on was the 2001
comedy Rat Race, on which he served as a set
production assistant, directing extras among
other responsibilities.
After a while, fatigued by the rat race that
was life in the film industry, Higgs decided it
was time to pursue a new passion. Wanting
to see more of the world, he set his sights on
the Peace Corps.
In the summer of 2003, Higgs found
himself serving in the West African Arab
republic of Mauritania—far from his original
choice for serving, the countryside of Peru.
Higgs was surprised at the situation he was
in: the outbreak of the Iraq War in 2003 led
President Bush to redirect all Peace Corps
volunteers to Arab republics. Thus, Higgs’s
vision of the beauty of Peru was replaced
with the turbulent desert of Africa as political
violence and unrest in the nation’s capital
greeted his group upon its arrival.
36 Winter/Spring 2012

Higgs spent one summer in Mauritania but
took the opportunity to leave when given the
chance. He returned home, unsure of what
was next. While seeking his master’s degree in
English at the University of Nebraska, Higgs
found himself being drawn to a new form
of literature with that same curiosity that Jim
Morrison’s appreciation for literature had
sparked in him as a teen.
Higgs always had an interest in
experimental writing, he says, and had been
an amateur writer on his own, but he had
never encountered writers who embraced
that experimentation in an academic setting.
The work of prominent experimental
authors, such as Ander Monson and Donald
Barthelme, helped shape Higgs as both a
writer and a student. It also inspired him to
seek his master’s in fine arts at Ohio State
University, where he completed his studies
in 2009.
From Ohio State to Florida State
Higgs and his wife, whom he met at OSU,
then hoped to find a place where they would
both be able to pursue their doctoral degrees,
and they found it at FSU. The Chris Higgs
who arrived in the English department was
no longer the book-avoiding teenager and
restless student.
“[Chris is] an intelligent, passionate,
and enthusiastic student of modernism,
20th-century fiction, and the avant-garde,
who was, as an experimental fiction writer
himself, deeply interested in critical theory,
the history of literature, and the practice
of writing at the same time,” says Associate
Professor Andrew Epstein, a member of
Higgs’s supervisory committee.
In the classroom, Higgs is eager to guide
his students through such difficult work.
“I have really admired his willingness to
introduce undergraduates to writing that
can often seem forbidding, obscure, and
unsettling at first, but that can ultimately
be very rewarding and eye-opening work,”
Epstein says.
“I’m not interested in talking about books
everyone talks about,” Higgs says, adding
that he likes to get students out of their
comfort zones.
Higgs acknowledges that a few students
drop his course during the semester because
of the unusual challenges presented to
them. Yet, he believes it is the unorthodoxy
in his classes that allows him to foster an
environment in which students actively
participate in discussions, despite frequently
being in unfamiliar literary territory.
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Higgs’s own research as a Ph.D. student,
with its focus on experimental and avantgarde literature throughout history, helps his
students navigate the complexities of what he
is teaching. Epstein describes Higgs as having
a “voracious appetite for discovering as much
as he can about a wide range of experimental
forms in literature, art, and culture.”
Higgs’s main goal, and what he calls the
most rewarding part of his work as a teacher,
is getting students both to show a personal
investment in wrestling with the material and
the concepts covered and to display a true
intellectual spark.
“My favorite thing about Chris as a
teacher is his desire to develop his students
as intellectuals,” says Andrew Spaulding,
a student in Higgs’s Fall 2011 Postmodern
Literature class. “He believes in what he’s
doing and is passionate about it. Because of
this, students can’t help but be inspired to try
to learn and grow.”
Higgs enjoys having the opportunity to
simply change the way students think, if only
a little bit, in hopes that the new perspective
will travel with them out into the world,
wherever that may be.
“In Chris’s class, I desired to learn not to
receive a letter grade,” Spaulding says, “but
was motivated by the material and the desire
to learn and better understand myself and
the world around me.”
Despite being only 33 years old, Higgs’s
wealth of experiences makes it is easy to
understand why he values expanding the
perspectives of his students, not only in the
classroom but also outside of it.
“I think it’s kind of like dating,” says
Higgs. “If you don’t go on dates with
different people, it’s hard to really find the
right person, because it’s hard to know what
you do and don’t like exactly. And having had
those other experiences, I can really say that I
do this because I like doing this, because I’ve
done a bunch of other things that I didn’t
like as much.”
Whether he is writing, teaching, or
pursuing his own studies, Higgs—the former
set production assistant turned Peace Corps
volunteer turned Ph.D. candidate—tackles
everything with a trademark infectious
fervor that students and colleagues cannot
help but notice and admire. And he does it all
with a sense of ease and enjoyment befitting
someone who has wandered far but finally
found the place he belongs.
If you enter the right classroom in the
Williams Building, you may find yourself in
that place with Chris Higgs.

Collections from page 19
daughter of William Hudson Rogers, a professor of English who was named the university’s 1957-58 Robert O. Lawton Distinguished Professor. This donation added 240
late 19th century and early 20th century books
of literature and poetry.
The English department makes good use
of Special Collections as a rare and unique
primary resource. Professors including
Paul Fyfe, David Johnson, and Elaine Treharne, as well as graduate students such as
Meaghan Brown, conduct scholarly research
in Special Collections. They also use it to
provide their students with hands-on learning experience.
“The Shaw Childhood in Poetry collection
was very useful for my Women in Literature
course on women in myth and fairy tale,”
Brown says. “The Victorian picture books
are captivating.”
Jenna Silvers, a student in Brown’s History
of Illustrated Text class, was surprised when
she attended the Special Collections and Archives tour in Summer 2011. “Actually being

Online presence from page 25
with strangers, celebrities, friends, family,
and potential employers. This is where you
do research on trending topics and reach out
to social influencers, as previously suggested
by Pettit.
One of the most beneficial social
networks, as far as getting hired goes, is
LinkedIn. This business-related social
networking site was created to reach out to
business professionals internationally and to
make relationships matter, which makes the
phrase “It’s all about who you know” more
relevant than ever.
The set-up for a LinkedIn account is

Rho epsilon from page 28
were pinned, presented with official membership certificates, and given the chance to
mingle with their fellow chapter members.
“Getting a pin is a big deal,” Doyle-Corn
says. “It’s what you wear to all the conventions, and it’s a nice thing to have to represent Sigma Tau Delta.”
The size of the new class of Sigma Tau
Delta exceeded expectations. “We had 22
members for our first class, and I think that’s
a pretty good number,” Doyle-Corn says.

able to touch and feel the mateInterested in seeing the Special Collections
rial used in these ancient books
and Archives yourself? Alumni are welcome
opened new eyes for me,” says
to come check it out in Strozier Library.
Silvers. “I especially loved the
Whether you’re in town for a football game
original manuscript of Alice in
or graduation, all you need is an I.D. and
Wonderland with illustrations by
you can see first hand the collection Florida
Salvador Dalí. You just can’t get
State has developed.
that experience online.”
Fyfe, an assistant professor
Hours of operation:
in the History of Text TechMonday-Thursday: 10am-6pm
nologies program, uses the
Friday: 10am - 3pm
physical experience of touching
Closed for all university holidays
rare books and seeing ancient
manuscripts—with binding and
original ink—to bring the books alive for on papers. Students use primary sources and
students. “I think in all its aspects, Special get to look at books rather than researching
Collections is not just a static repository, but online and getting secondary sources.”
Brown, too, sees the value of the firsta place actively involved with some of the
more pressing questions in English studies, person experience and frequently takes admedia history, and digital humanities,” Fyfe vantage of tours Modrow offers for classes.
“Without seeing it in person, you don’t get a
says. “Ain’t nothing like the real thing.”
Frequently, Modrow assists curious stu- sense of the scale, of the texture and depth
dents who visit Special Collections. “The of the floor, of how light plays across illumistudents love coming in and looking through nation and embossing,” Brown says. “Withthe yearbooks to find pictures of their par- out going to see the real thing, you don’t
ents,” he says. “We also have a rich history of have that intimate connection with the book
Florida that many students use for research that can only come from touching it.”
simple: the site walks you through every
step. The benefits of a LinkedIn account
are that you can directly contact an HR
manager, a potential employer seeking an
applicant, and your friends. Every business
professional you meet can be added to your
“connections” so that you build an ongoing
virtual relationship with them, and uploading
a completed résumé and online portfolio to
your LinkedIn page is just one more step
toward landing a job.
As is the case with any personal
information posted online, users should be
careful. A recent CNN.com article stated
that LinkedIn has 150 million users, making
the site a target for hackers and phishers.

“We recommend members connect only
with people that they know and trust,”
company spokesman Richard George says.
“All Internet users should of course be
aware of the fact that there are bad guys out
there who unfortunately resort to things like
phishing attacks, and that people should use
common sense and tools available to them to
ensure that they don’t fall prey.”
Combining a safe, informative portfolio
with a mature, engaging, and interactive
online personality opens doors for job
seekers, and creating this advantage can help
a person rise above the crowd—above the
rest of the 8.3 percent stuck using the same
typical résumé.

The organization inducted 27 new pledges in
April 2012. “We’re very excited to get them
going and to pass leadership positions on to
them.”
Sigma Tau Delta aims to prepare their
members for careers in English, whether
in creative writing, editing, publishing,
education, or literature. The organization
also encourages members to get involved
with community service, especially service
that fosters literacy.
Members have the opportunity to attend
annual international conventions, generally
held in March. The 2012 convention was

held in New Orleans.
At the annual convention, members are
given the opportunity to submit papers
and get published. Doyle-Corn has been
published through Sigma Tau Delta on two
occasions. There are other benefits as well.
“There are lots of opportunities for
internships, and of course there are
scholarships exclusively for Sigma Tau Delta
members,” Morrow. says.
Sigma Tau Delta holds open recruitment
at the beginning of each semester and
continues to look for new members to join
the Rho Epsilon chapter.

SCROLL, SCRIBE & SCREEN

Winter/Spring 2012 37

V. Awards for Pedagogical Excellence

